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1. An Account of an antient Shrine, formerly
belonging to the Abbey of Croyland; &y
Wm. Stukely M. D. Coll. Med. Lond.
Soc. & Ecclef. D. Georgii Martyr. Lond.
Rector.

Read Dec. 8. HE Shrinc before us is a great Cu-
1748 riofity. Few of this kind of Anti-
quities efcap’d the gencral Ravage of the Diflolution
of Abbcys: For which Reafon 1 thought it would
be an agrecable Amufement to the Soczezy to have
a View of it; and to prefcrve a Drawing of it
as in Tas, I. and II. The Shrine is madec of Oak,
plated over with Copper, upon which thc Figures
arc chaced in Gold: The Ground is enamel’d with
blue; in the Ridge along the Top are three oval
Chryftals fee tranfparently ; its Dimenfions are as cx-
prefied undcer the Print.

Mr. Eayre of St. Neots feiit it to me to have
my Opinion of it. It was found in the Houlc of
a Gentleman of that Neighbourhood, who never
fhew’d it during his Life-time; and who poflibly
might have given us fome Account, as to the Hi-
ftory of it; and at prefent we have no means left
of finding it out, but by Conjc&ture.

I conccive it came from Croyland-Abbey. There
was an Intercourfc betwcen this Abbey and St. Neot's
Priory; infomuch that St. Neot’s Body was carrica
hence to Croyland-Abbey, and inthrined there,
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Thefc Shrines were made for receiving Reliques
of Saints, in old Abbeys, Churches, and Cathedrals.
(Sce a Print in the Hiltory of Canzerbury, and in
Daugdale’'s Monafiicon, of thehigh Altar of the Church
of St. Auguftin theres no lefs than thirteen of thefe
Shrines flanding around).  Thele were carried about
in Proceflions on their anniverfary Days ; fometimes
cmbellifhed with Jewels of ineflimabie Valuc. Be-
fides thefe poitable ones, there were others, built of
Stene, Marble, and other Matcrials; like that of
St. Edward thc Confeflor in Weftminfler-Abbey
onc now in GChefler Cathedral of St. Werburga,
whereon the epifcopal Throne is fet, adorn’d with
Sculpturcs of Sazxon Kings and Saints: One of St.
Thomas de Cantelupe Bithop of Hereford, in that
Cathedral. Thefe now remain.  There was one in
the Church of Burton-Coggles;, Lincolnfbires and of
Heckington in the fame County 5 and innumerable
others, deftroy’d at the Diffolution of Monafteries.

The Shrine before us, from the Manner of draw-
ing, and Workmanthip, I conclude to be of Saxoz
Antiquity, and that very highs now near 900 Years
old. "I think it gives us the Story of the Murder of
the Abbot there, and his Monks, perpetsated by the
barbarous Danes, in the Ycar 870.

" Sept. 2. that Ycar, they rufh'd into the Church
of Croyland, whillt the Rcligious were at divine
Scrvice.  Ingulphus, Abbot of the Place, in his Hi-
ttory, gives us this Account. Lord Theodore was
then Abbot of Croyland s who at that time pontifi.
cally ofhciated at the high Altar, cxpe&ting the Bar-
barians. King Oskezyl cut off his Head upon the
Altar.  Verus Martyr et Chrifti hoflia immolatur,
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{ays our Author, Miniftri circumflantes emnes caps
tibus detruncati < Thus fell the true Maityr and
“ Lamb of Chrift, as a Sacrificc on the Altar.  All
“ the aflitane Minifters “were beheaded likewiie,”
fays he.

The two on our Shrine are Frier E/fget the Dea-
con, and Fricer Sevin the Subdcacon.

Some Days atter, when the Monks that fled re-
turned, they found the Body of the vencrable Abbot
T heodore beheaded at the Altar.

Abovc is reprefented his Succeflor Abbot Godric,
with the Minilters about him, putting the deceafed
Abbot into his Shroud ; whillt Angels are carrying
his Soul up to Heaven.

I {fuppofe fome Part of this Martye might be ob-
tained, and kepe in this Shrinc.

I obferve the famous old fepuleral Stone in Po-
terborously Minfter-Yard, is exadtly of the fame Shape
as our Shrinc. It was fet up over the Grave of the
Abbot and Monks murder’d by the tame “Danes, the
Day after thofc of Croyland- Abbey fuffer'd, Sept. 26,
It is carv'd on the Sides with the Images ot our
Saviour and the Apottles. It is now remov'd into
the Library.

Nov. z3. 1748. W. Stukely.
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